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teachers were super and my friends were always better than | was, My paternal grandmother was the

outstand person, a fine good natured woman ful oflove and consideration, She never spoke harshly of
anyone and always found excuses for everyone's actions,
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Father was most loving to his children, honest, hard working, considerate, charitable, just,
understanding, capable of handling businessmen, employees and customers. Mother was quick
tempered and at times intemperate, shrewd, hard working, charitable where it showed and loving to
the family.

My brothers...to begin with: Leon. Leon was well educated in the Hebrew tradition, good looking,
dashing,alwayshadaneyeformegidsandwumnawatlsmmdhwamrﬁagewithawmn
10yeatshisseni0fbecameFaﬂmandmwmbegantohwetoomudmoublewithwfemalehelp.
He couldn’t get enough sex satisfaction but managed to get it somehow.

Nathan was a dreamer. Practical matters were foreign to him. Arithmetic was Greek, geography was a
nightmare. Music was his love. Women were out. When | was about 8 years old, he began to take
violin lessons to our great dismay. He was terrible. But he was persistent and finally when | was about
10, he went to Vilna, a town about 40 miles away to study in the conservatory. He was gentle,
philosophical and tried to follow an intellectual life but was not too bright. 1 loved him in spite of all of
this. 1also loved Leon and admired him no end.

David was a rough and ready young man, refused to learn anything, out for a good time. He belonged to
the “strong-arm” gang, had affairs with girls, was one of the protectors during the pogroms, was
loveable, shrewd but incorrigible. Father never spared the rod on either him or Leon but only slapped
Nathan when he made stupid mistakes.

Same was exactly 2 years older and my constant companion; his friends were my friends. He was much
better looking, hand more push and spark, was popular with boys and girls, more pushing, forward and
alert, smart, quick at learning and gave promise of possessing leadership. | was his shadow.

the benefit of Beckie. RoewasthedrudgelnsplteonseNantswhowatedforusinthehouse. Rose
wasahardworkefinconnectionwiththestore,shesewed,waitedonwstomesanddidsom
housework. Bminspimofall,shekeptberselfneatanddeanandlovedeveryooeofus. Iloved her
very dearly and preferred her greatly over Beckie and 'm afraid | showed it.

Father’sdepartmewithoavidwasaseaetandsadaffair. Mother told us that she would soon follow
WMSamandmeleavingBeckieandRosebehindtolivewithmeircousinsin\mna (these are the
cousins who emigrated to Palestine in 1903, Moishe Becker was the oldest.)
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July 13, 1933
My darling Hadassah,

| have thought of you so mény, mény
times since we left you over four months ago, anc | have
meant to write you so many tlImes, but circumstances have
always prevented. Today, however, | om determined that
nothing shall interfere.

Many things have happened in the six
weeks since we returned home, and I'm sorry to say that
most of them have been sad and worrisome. In the first
place, we found busifness conditions very poor and that
Investments were losing money on all sides. There seems
nothing to do but wait for conditions to better themselves,
and you cen iméegine that is a very trying condition, when
expenses are high. But why worry you with such matters?

| suppose | might as well get through
with all the sad matters first. You will é¢ll be sorry fo

learn thet Yanky's only remaining sister, Becky, or as her
Yiddish name was, "Musel", hes passed away, We found her
very sick when we returned from Europe, and although
everything in man's power was done to save her lite, she
died last Saturday, July 8th, from complications thaet set
In due to kidney disease, We are all brokzn up over this,
and teel terribly sorry for her husband and children. They
were all very devoted and she and her husbend livecd so very
hoppily together that it will leave him very lonely.

We have heard several times from your
Uncle David since we returned, and he Is now in California
trying to get his Iittle boy. Its too bad that he has so

many troubles in his marriage, but I'm afraid we can't help
him any.

We have showed to Yanky's brothers Sem
and Nethan the moving pictures of vwur family and they all
enjoyec meeting you. Besices, | personally was very glad
to see you all again, and especially you, Hadassah, |'d
like nothing better than to make asnother trip to #alestine,
but present business conditions make that hope very remote,
However, we shall enjoy seeing you all in the cinema often.

Donny is not at home now, but is spending
‘Hﬁcfumgir at o camp in Meline, where he has a wonderful
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We are planning to go up to see him in vt a8 week
This camp Is about 4 miles # n New k and it
take us & day and a halt to drive here, t It w
worth the trip to see im, You know, he hasn't éo
anything he saw on all our trig nd when we have
and show ti Ing ictures, he explains ali| tt
and tells them about all the places.we ent +
things we saw,
Nona dnd the summer n ona
greduoted from colleqe will both enclose a
little letter to you r themselves,
Don't .‘or_ 3S soon 4s yo
. ¢ 3ll very anxio U are getti
In Tel Aviv and wheth ore 13 rog
1§ f course we k $ don't do
right away and one mus work and
| hope you won't be nas are
They will be all rigt Co Anc
with the room you fou 3lso that U
making friends with n in Tel viv and er g -
Iing vyourselt too. T t tro Yo u
charming that | hope often, dear.
| Hadassoh Becker now, but
when you s e heé ive the ill my love and
kindest regards. ind a kiss to vr darlip
mother nd your as the two boys. Ve ent to
ee your fatherts Drother wher e wWr i R ne i
Ife an )ch a nice little ¢ .
Forgive the typing, but | can al ays write more
on the rwriter than by han ®
ith | s of love to you all expectin
t car r yo on, I am

"

> .

Col T
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Stanley Meltzoff, 89, Avid Diver Who Painted Marine Life,
Dies

By DENNIS HEVEST

Stanley Meltzoff, who dived to great depths to photograph sea life and then. in his studio. transformed those

images into vibrant paintings for magazines like Sports MHustrated and Scicntific Amernican, died Thursday

in Red Bank, N.J. He was 89 and lived in Fair Haven, N.J
The death was confirmed by his wife, Diane Pogrant

Wandering the world for more than 40 years from the shores of Montauk and Key West 1o the atolls of
the Pacific and the Mediterranean coast — Mr. Meltzoff spent his days peering at bonefish as they mated six

inches below the surface or using scuba gear to photograph sharks, ccls or goliath groupers at depths of 100

feet or more

An artist and art professor e T in his life, he began to concentrate on fish images in the early 1960s

In “Bound for Blue Water: Contemporary American Marine Art™ (Greenwich Workshop Press, 2003), the

marine art historian J. Russell Jinishian called Mr. Meltzoff “the father and founder of the genre.”

“To say that water is in Stanley Meltzoff's blood is an understa

rment,” the book said. It also displayed Mr
Meltzoff's detailed depictions of butterfish, blucfin tuna, black mariin, bonefish and barracuda — to name a

few in shades of red, green, orange, purple, silver and, of course, blue

Mr. Meltzoff roamed “in search of many species of fish that he studied, photographed and interacted with in
their natural environments,”™ Mr. Jinishian said. "He then put his masterful brushwork on canvas to create

images that, for the most part, are the only way these beautiful animals can be seen

Born in Harlem on March 27, 1917, Mr. Meltzoff was a son of Nathan and Sadie Marcus Meltzofl. His father

was a cantor at a Manhattan synagogue. Mr. Meltzoff graduated from City College in 1937 and carned a

master’s degree in fine art from Now Y 5 mversity in 1940, Duning World War 11, he was an artist for

Stars and Stripes, the military newspaper, in Europe. He taught painting and art history at City College

from 1939 to 1941, and taught there again after the war until 1950, when he began a five-ye stint at Pratt

Institute

But even as a child in the 1920s, Mr. Meltzoff had been an avid skin diver, mainly off the New Jersey coast
By the 1940s, he was keen on spear fishing and scuba diving and, starting in 1949, he added underwater
photography. He first combined his passions for the sea, photography and art in the 1960s, when he painted

several senies on particular fish species for Sports [Hustrated, National Geographic and Field & Stream

Mr. Meltzoff's first wife, Alice Forder Meltzoff, died in 1979. Besides his second wife, whom he marnied in

1999, he is survived by two daughters, Sarah Keene Meltzoff of Miami and Annie Laurie Armistead of Davis
Calif.; three stepchildren, Jessie Dulberger of Boulder, Colo., Stephanie Ritz of Oshkosh, Wis., and Matt
Ritz of T

ma, Wash.; and a brother, Julian, of San Diego.

Mr. Meltzoff's art was not been limited to marine life. He did illustrations, including landscapes and

historical subjects, for Life, The Saturday Evening Post and Colliers. In 1976, he was commissioned by

1de 2131 T138n 1£460 F¥ panon ¥6p



Sailfish and

Original: $4,000

30

The Hunt \(

Original: $2,800

"
Alirborne

Orviginal- $1,000

s

e
£
.;
3 -
'

Leaping Martin

Sailfish and Frigate

Ovigenat. $4,000 Ovigenat $2 000

F13fn 1Ly60 Fe p'nd nnnwn 19113 pid? pIJIND



31

121°¢ and, ad¥NEF ,an121¥30 pa694e FI3fn |0y Fe 1ns, 11Fs10

pnyes 1yad 2ep 1Ny ar3e



September 18, 1947

Dearest Hadassah,

I can't begin to tell you how very happy
we are to hear from you again, I say again because we did
receive a letter about a year and a half ago, which I at
once answered, Nona was living with me in the country at
that time and she also wrote in the same envelope, but very
much to our surprise the letter came back to us about a
month later, We wondered whether you had moved away, but
never found out, :

: It was from that letter that we learned
- -you _avre married and had one child, Now you have two, a
boy and a girl, a h hapniness with your
little family. I'd love to know something about your husband,
who I am sure must be a very fine person,

My daughters have caught up with you, for Nona
has 2 boy 3} years old and a little girl of 15 months, while
Elsa has a little girl 4% years old and just gave birth to a
boy about 3 weeks ago,

Your friends did telephone me a few months
ago that they had regards from a relative of ours and also a
gift for us, and I invited them to come to dinner and spend an
evening with us, However, the gentleman said they had no time
but would get in touch with me again, so that we could come
over to see them, I waited to hear from them about a week or
8o, and finally called their hotel, only to be told that they
had left and didn't leave any forwarding address. About a
month later, we received by mail, the album which you gave
them for us, but no address to write them, That's all I know
about it, but we do thank you heartily for the album,

There 1s an engineer here now who comes from

Jaffe, bhut he does not scem tci¥ncow env.af pur family.. = on

We are all very well and getting along as best
we can in this mixed up world. Everyone here is greatly
perturbed over affairs in Balestine, for we read such disturb-
ing news items all the time,- yet when a Palestinian comes and
we ask him how things are we are told that everything is quiet,
Can you tell us anything about how you people feel about all
this struggle? How do the majority of Palestinians treel about
the manner in which the Zionists have conducted matters? Have
they helped or hindered? Sometimes I hardly know what to think,

This is 2 whole week later, I have been waitins
for Nona and Elsa to write also, so that I could mail all the

letter ether, but I zuess they'll have to send their's
s eparagew 3




300 Central Park West, N.Y,

April 5, 1948

Dearest Hadassah,

I hope with all my

- heart that this letter =»ill reach you,
but we will continue to write until some
letters will finally get through to you,

It was such a great
pleasure to get the pictures of your
two children, who are lovely. Ousi is
apparently developing quite a talent
for sculpture, to judge from the little
imal figures he makes with the plaste-
‘ihe. And he has such a fine, happy face,
I hope and pray that Palestine may grow
. to be a land of peace and that your >
———children may grow-up—with a secure and
happy land to live in and to work in.

We worry a lot about
all of you, but it seems there is little
we ourselves can do. We try to help in
any way that may be a help to our people,
but sometimes it seems so futile, I doubt
that there are many here who are proud of
the stand our country has taken, and we
are all hoping that it will change yat
and try to help our poor Jews in their
struggle, e

What has happened to all
iig boys in the family? Where are they?
Wi if you evef see Absolem, please tell
him to write to us if he can, He was 8o
sweet to us all the time he was in Eurppe
during the war, writing us often, sending

us gifts, and keeping in touch with us.
Now we haven't heard from him in a long
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Mr. and Mrs. do;epk Melizer

announce the marriage of their daugl\*m‘

Nona

— e T‘;—/_ —

Mv. Irving Ziek

Thursday, Apl’il Sixteenth
Nineteen hundred forty-twa

New York Cn*y
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& Sept. 26th
’//,// Hadassah dear:-

Your letter made me sit down and count up, and it's
hard to realize that we caw each other almost 14 years ago,
Somehow it doesn't seem so long, and yet when we add up out
families and all the other things that have happened, I guess
it must be so,

We cleaned house not so long ago and came across
some of the pictures we took with you. How about some pictures
of your youngsters, and what's your husband like, dhat's his
Job, and do you find yourself satisfied to be a housewife, or
do you do something else 800? And how's little (I take that back)
Shmuel? It's hard to realize that'-<he's a grown-up, but I'm sure
he is. I'm echoing Mother's request for news of Afshalom. Please
tell him to write us; v-e're 311 anxious for news,

I'm leading a very dull and house-bound existance
these days, with two babies, but it will let up a 1ittle bit next
month when Peter starts Nursary School. My afternoons thereafter,
with only one baby to worry abtout, will bte comparatively free,

But I sure wish they were o0ld enough to g0 to school full time,
I'd 1ike to get out of the house once in a while.

What's Emanuel doing with himself, and his sister,
Hadassah? Remind her that we haven't heard from her family in
ages and ages, and with our newspapers so full of disturbing news,
I look for family names every time I pick up a picture, The news
the 1last fews days, with England threatening to give up her
mandate, is much more cheefful, I hope she does, so the U,N, can
straighten things out. Meanwhile, if there's anything we can do
to help from this end, let us know. Have you censorship there?
I mean;.as far as mail goes? 1 know, the newspapers are censored,
It's a rdtten situation all around,

N Mother's looking for some pictures to send you, of
our respectivé families, /Ky 1ittle Judith looke quite the way
Donny d1d when he was a/ baby, She's a rair, fat; and very cheeffidl

onkey ., gnﬁ§~:gcynu-prqhahlx_x¥gn_1xgannur'owu~axpar1ence.
%er Grandfather Bimply dotes,” Peter looks more like my husband

dark, with anice smile and rergwonderful eyes. And I'm still just
as fat as'ever, altho I'm.onf a real diet for a change, and am
slowly eoming down towards rhere I'd like to be, Elsa's Nancy is
the image of her, except thmt she's thinner 1ike her Dad, and the
new baby 1s exactly like Naicy too, as far as we can tell so far,

I wish we cou.d pay you another visit, or you could
finally come over here, Reiember how Elsa énd I wanted to bring
you home with us in 1934? ‘erhaps one of these years...meantime,
let us hear from you, and i, there anything we can send for the
klddies that you can't get in Palestine? If so, send us sizes and
color preferences...My love to the whole family...and those members
of your own imhediste g@roup whom I've not yet met.,. .and especially
to my favorite Palestinian cusin,

\owo—
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122 Wicks Lane
Matverne; ‘Lt N Y5
March 26, 1963

Hadassah dar|ing:-

| wish | were ringing your doorbell
and delivering this in person, but Lord knows wﬁen we'l
ever have that kind of luck. So |I'm sending you my iy
Pesach.greefingsl with Molly and her two friends.

They will be taken care of for their
first two weeks in lsrael, while they look around and
_docide where they'd Iike ¥o 'spend some: m&w 4

. :}ﬁigtfu@;info trouble with the coinage or the language,
‘Be a deafwand help them out.

We're all well, aﬁd waifiné for
Pefef to come homevfor his Spring Vacation (he arrives
on Saturday) and for the folks to return from their
visit to Elsa in Hawaii. They should be back early
next week, since they're planning to stop off in Arizona
on their way home. They have had a wonderful visit, from
fheir letters home, and Elsa dnd Arthur are very happy

}ﬁ }hq Islands. Do let us hear from you and a very

Happy Pesach to you and your family. With iove, Fts

Lonar
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Dearest Hadassah, Naftali, Uzzi and Batyah:

March 14, 1967

It's been so long since |'ve heard anything at all, that |
can no longer remember whetthere | owe you a letter or not (probably yes,
because this has been 2 very busy winter for me and |'ve had very |little
time for correspondence of my own.)

Did Mary ever del iver the Supp-hose | sent for you, Hadassah?
Lord knows she's been over in Israel long enough, but she's such a
scatter-brain (and | haven't heard from her, either) so | just don't know.
Now, we hear that she's gotten herself engaged and is planning to come back
home to finish her degree, and also because her fiance doesn't want to stay
in Israel. What a nut!

Our Judy is making arrangemenfs for a JOb in London this summer.
Don has kindly offered to house her during the period of work, so | wor't

be too expensive for us, and if the job comes through -- it's doing research
with a Social-Psychologist -- we'll let her go. She hopes to have time to do
a little bit of traveling while she's over, and if she can make inexpensive
arrangements, she'll try to geT to lIsrael. We'll let you know in advance if

she can do it.

Meantime, my sister-in-law and her husband, and two of Irv's
cousins are coming over for a month, so don't be too surprized to get greetings

from us. They have reservations made in Tel Aviv, | think, and will be there
for a month. Both the cousins and Bessie's husband, | think, have relatives
too. Anyway, see them (you'"ll |ike them) and see that they get to see Esther

and Chassida.

Now tell me what's happenéng with . the family. Is Schlomo OK?
bhaf kind of 2 job has Uzzi gotten? What's Batyah doing? How are your
fotks, and theibovs, and THalr familiec? 1= vehuda's son still playing the

Violin Ser ious i T AT O P IS T O e T T Tt PP —

Mother is going to England on Saturday to spend a while with
Don and his family. Patti writes me that Michal (their I8-yr. old daughter,
and 2 VERY pretty one) is going to lsrael this summer on some kind of a
student deal, so |'m sure you'll see her then. Mother is talking about
visiting Israel again, too, and | promised her, that if all goes well,
| will take her over next year for a short visit. Robin is going off to
college in September, so | will be free of worry about the children, and
if | can't talk Irv into coming along, he won't mind if | leave him for a
few weeks, so keep your fingers crossed that Mother feels well enough
for the doctor to give her permission to make the trip.

Be a nice girl and wri te me -- in detail -- all about everyone.
We have never stopped talking about what a wonderful time we had with all
of you, and how much we-loved seeing you and being with you, and how much we
hope to be about to return-again (long before another 32 years pass).

Give her TeVe to the entire family, and especially to you |
own Berlinskys. When |S one of your kids coming to visit us? And you?

% wrtE o

/

1967— JIYN
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JOSEPH MELTZER ASSOCIATES, INC.
AND
ROSOFF BROS., INC.
A JOINT VENTURE
4-34 26TH AVENUE, LONG ISLAND CiTY 2, N. Y.

TeLEPHONE RAVENSWOOO B-6270

February 14, 1963

Hadassah dear:-

The promptness of your reply to Mother's inquiry only makes me
feel more quilty for my neglect over these years. Believe me, it has not
been that we haven't thought of you and talked of you often. |t has just been
that.l.grow more and more indolentids the years pass by, and somehow find it
more and more difficult to sit down and write a decent lefter.

| am now Dad's secretary, for nearly two years now. And altho
| hated the work when | was young and could not wait to get pregnant and stop
working, | am still surprised to find that | quite like it now. Aside from
earning the money, which helps enormously with two teen-aged girls in the house,
who simply can NEVER HAVE ENOUGH CLOTHES! | like getting out of the house in
the morning, because it's sort of self-starting, and the work is not so difficult
that | am exhausted at night. In fact, the x#deal job. Since my husband's
company is in the same office, it is ¥ery cosy, and we lunch together (| bring
lunch from home and make coffee here) which is very nice.

| have no recent pictures of my family, but will send you one as
soon as Peter comes home from school for Spring Vacation. He is now 19, very
tall, dark (and | think) handsome, and the most good-natured boy | know. His
two sisters think the sun and moon revolve around him instead of the earth, and
he is usually quite nice to them, although he still does some teasing, which the
little one finds hard to take. Judy, the older girl, is also tall, very slim and
quite pretty, a serious student with good marks and a lot dof extra activities a2t
school. She's on the school paper, and on the Yearbook staff, a committee chair-
man for the Jynior Prom (and | am the PTA chairman for that affair) and she's one
of the leaders of the Twirlers. It+'seems to me that when she's not setting her
hair,—shels on.the phone; 50 1 don't know how she maneges to get so much done, but
she does. The little one, Robin, has suddenly started to sprout too, and now is
outgrowing the butter-ball stage and getting pretty too. Alshough she looks too
exactly like me to ever be as pretty as Judy is. She is more animated, however,
and more talented. She's never going to get the kind of marks Judy gets because
she is too lazy to do any real work, but she sails along cheerfully, omitting
everything that isn't pushed down her throat. She's supposed to be preparing for
a2 piano recital these days (she and another little girl are doing a whole program
together) but she's involved with a series of books and | can't pry her loose to
get her to the piano as often as she should be there. As for me, |'m fatter, greyer,
and busier than ever, but quite satisfied with my middle-aged lot.

What Bbout you? Your boy should be getting out of college this year.
if he isn't out already. And Batya? Why doesn't she write to one of the girls =--
I'm not sure which is nearer her age...Judy at 6% or Robin at 3. | wish | were
coming to lsrael instead of Mollie, but | shouldn't be envious, since this is a long
time dream of hers, and |'ve already had the trip. Maybe some day again. Thanks for

answerjﬂg so promptly. She'll call you when she arrives. Is there anything we can
send with her for you or the family? Do write soon, and give my love to everyone.
| do wich voui ‘had rame over haro $a con dho deadon . (o DO Y . 1= — J

1963 =yl
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REV. NATHAN G. MELTZOFF
Cﬂntor Emcritus, Congregaﬁon RoJcPL Sholom
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W’th loving thoughts
and wishes for a year
that's bright with promise,
warm with happiness

and filled with

many blessings.
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